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E-Learning Course

Advanced Poverty Analysis:  Poverty Dynamics
November 24 – December 15, 2008
Objective

Learn to measure and interpret poverty dynamics in a clear and coherent way.  Upon completion, participants will be able to measure and interpret poverty using household survey data, merge panel datasets and compute poverty dynamic measures such as the extent of persistent poverty or the movement of households across quintiles, critically assess the value of panel data, and distinguish poverty from vulnerability and measure and interpret the latter.
Description

Over a period of three weeks, this ten-session on-line course on poverty analysis will emphasize the measurement and interpretation of poverty dynamics, or how poverty changes over time, and the concept of vulnerability to poverty.  The course will be structured as follows:

Week 1:  
Review of the basics of poverty analysis.

      
Week 1- 2:
The measurement and interpretation of poverty dynamics.

Week 3:

The quantification and analysis of vulnerability to poverty.

Experience in STATA is required.  This course can be completed on a half-time basis over the period of three weeks.  Participants should allocate 3-4 hours per day for each session for around a total of 45-60 hours of course participation (not including the final project).
Topics

Basic Poverty Analysis:

1.  What is poverty and why measure it?  (Including the use of weights and equivalence scales)
2.  Evaluating different measures of welfare, including income and expenditure.  
Picking a Poverty Line
3.  The common measures of poverty, including headcounts and poverty gap indexes; also, evaluating the robustness of poverty measures.

Poverty Dynamics

4.  Why is it important to measure poverty dynamics? What sources of data, how to combine panel datasets, and measure changes in poverty at household levels?
5.  Evaluating the pros and cons of panel data.

6.  Chronic vs. transient poverty.  Is growth good for the poor?

7.  Issues in the international comparison of poverty over time.

8.  The effect of the Asian Financial Crisis on Poverty:  Case study of Indonesia

Vulnerability to Poverty

9.  What is meant by vulnerability to poverty and why it is important? (Quantifying vulnerability)
10.  Sources of vulnerability and managing risk.

Instructors

Jonathan Haughton, Senior Economist
Beacon Hill Institute for Public Policy (http://mail.beaconhill.org/~j_haughton/)
Shahid Khandker, Lead Economist 

Poverty and Growth Program, World Bank Institute (Skhandker@worldbank.org)
Target Audience

There are three main audiences for this course:

1.  Staff of government statistics offices - familiar with gathering and summarizing household survey data but desire more exposure to poverty analysis.

2.  Advisory units staff (government departments or external “think tanks”) – routinely commenting on poverty-related issues and require the use household survey data.

3.  University faculty – venturing into the field of poverty analysis and seeking an introduction facilitating independent research.

The material is pitched at the level of a Master’s degree in Public Policy or Economics and is appropriate for university graduates with a strong base in economics, statistics, mathematics, or public policy.  Participants requiring a refresher on using the STATA statistical package should work through Appendix II of the Handbook on Poverty Analysis prior to the course.

Delivery Modes 
This is a fully online course delivered asynchronously via WBI’s learning management system Moodle.   The course is structured around nine modules, with measurable objectives, mandatory readings, short video presentations, hands-on STATA-based exercises, and e-discussions.   While course materials will be distributed in advance on CDs, participants are expected to come online (on the Moodle platform) each week to participate in the e-discussions, submit their assignments, and interact with the peers and experts in the course.   Please note that there will be a small “capstone” project due by January 12, 2009.


Technical Requirements 
All participants must have access to the Internet and a CD-ROM player and also provide a reliable postal address where the CD-ROM containing all presentations and materials will be delivered.  The course will be conducted in English over the internet, so the ability to participate in the online discussion is a key pre-requisite and mandatory requirement for participants.

Fee

Participants will be assessed a $250 fee for the course.  The target number of participants from all regions is 100 (maximum number of participants admitted will be 150).
Application  

The closing date for accepting nominations is October 31st, 2008.  To apply, please use the following link: http://info.worldbank.org/etools/wbi_learning/sec/app_form.cfm?sch_id=POV09-01-195 
For questions related to applications, please contact Lucas Bossard at lbossard1@worldbank.org.  For questions related to course content, please contact Shahid Khandker at Skhandker@worldbank.org.
 











